DISAPPEARANCES
IN KURDISTAN Iraq

FIVE YEARS ngo, T1-yvear-old Karim
Abhmad Mahmood, his three sons Arsknn,
At und Maokwan, ond another man,
Othmun Ahmad Hessaln, were armested
by Dergay Eanyvard, the infelligence and
security serviee of the Patnedee Uindon of
Kurdizean (PLTK) 10 Sulaimoniyva, northemn
Irag. They have mol been seen sines
When Mahmood's fxmily tried to find
gt what had happened 10 the men, they
were told to stop seeking miormetion. In
seplembir 200H, the Minister of Human
Righis in the ared controllad by the PUK
1l Ammesty Internutional that extensive
ingpuiries were being made 10 estnblish
the f21e of the fve men. However, no
further information has been provided. In
December 2004, Amnesiy International
wriie i the recemtly-clecied President
of Irug and PUK leader, lalal Talabsini,
requesting clurification of the fate of the
frve men, Mo tespense has been rece|ved
Fighting between the PLK, the

Kundistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the
Ialamie Movement of Irag Kurdistan, in
the: mad- P90, resulied o senous Beman
rkgis ibuses by all sides. However, no
mmyeshgitiones inbo pest humaen rights dhisaes
have heen camed out. Today, the rwa
Kurdigh prarties, KD and PUE, continpe
ter cowitmnl specific aress in nonfiem Irag.
Following his inoagoral speech as Presidens

[ in-April, Talobani calked for human righis e
ww Ahmad & be respiected.

2 TAKE ACTION

PLEASE WRITE calling for the "disappearances’
of the five men to be investigated as a matter of
urgency and for their families to be kept informed
of any prograss. if the men are detained, ask

for them to be given a prompt and fair trial. If
they have not been charged with a recognizable
criminal offence, call for their immediate release.

Send appeals to:

Mr Jalal Taisbani,

President, Rapublic of lrag,
Convention Centre (Qasr al-Ma'aridh),
Baghdad, Irag.

Salutation: Dear Sir

16w AMmMnesTy.ong.al




